OBJECTIVE: Impaired functional abilities, especially those associated with ambulation and standing balance, are common sequelae of brain tumors. A majority of research regarding the effectiveness of surgery in treating individuals with brain tumor (BT) has measured length of survival, recurrence rate, and amount of tumor removed. Objective measurements of functional abilities and selfperceived overall health status (OHS) prior to and after surgery are important aspects of treatment, yet these areas have been inadequately studied.
recommended that future studies of surgery for brain tumor use measures of physical functioning and OHS. The TUG, Tinetti, and SF-36 are appropriate for these purposes.
